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THEY SAY,
“IT’S JUST ENTERTAINMENT”

Jon McCormack

INTRODUCTION1

Media-mogul Ted Turner has referred to Christianity as a "religion
for losers."2 Additionally, this broadcasting baron made his beliefs on
abortion clear by proclaiming that opponents of this wicked practice
were "bozos."3 Such is the thinking of others in similar positions. For
many years now the general media has waged war against God, His
mighty Word, and Christianity. Satan continues to use every facet of
the media to sway people to perform evil actions. It is a sad fact that
most Americans receive news and entertainment from sources that are
controlled by immoral, unholy reprobates whose main agenda is to
destroy common decency and maim the holy name of our Lord and
Savior. Isaiah perfectly described the defective disposition of the
modern media when he warned: “Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter" (Isa. 5:20)!

THE INFLUENCE OF THE GODLESS ON TODAY'S MEDIA

Humanism's wicked grasp has had a hold on the media for many
years now. Humanism is defined as a system of thought which rejects
religion and centers on human fulfillment in the natural world. One can
be a practicing Humanist without having ever heard the word “Human-
ism,” but let us identify these practitioners for who they truly are. From
henceforth, we will refer to them as the “godless.” Beloved, the
godless have control over our media—radio, television, movies,
newspapers, magazines, books, et cetera.
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The Brainwashing Of Today's Youth (And Adults, Too)

It is not enough that the blasphemous transgressors who are in
control of the media believe and practice their irreverent, lascivious,
and ungodly philosophy of life, it has been, and is, their goal to convert
others to their way of thinking. Consider the current bias against
Christianity. When was the last time that a major motion picture did not
portray a deeply religious person as an absurd lunatic? When Christians
are introduced on television programs, they usually turn out to be the
bad guys. This is not only the practice of the entertainment industry,
our national and local so-called “news organizations” depict the
god-fearing in a negative light.

In the wake of the 2006 murder of Matthew Winkler, the national
news media was filled with anti-religious rhetoric, especially against
the Lord's church. The transcript from a March 27, 2006 episode of
Nancy Grace illustrates this. When the legal commentator and host of
the program, Nancy Grace, interviewed Tom Rukala, a Baptist
minister, about the case, the church was misrepresented and ridiculed.
In part, that transcript reads:

GRACE: I want to go to pastor Tom Rukala, joining us tonight,
a special guest, a Baptist minister. I've been researching the
Church of Christ. I don't know that much about it. What can you
tell me?

PASTOR TOM RUKALA, BAPTIST PASTOR: Well, the
Church of Christ is a relatively new church. It was started about
150 years ago by Alexander Campbell. And it's, unfortunately,
a very legalistic sect, and they tend to use methods of intimida-
tion and pressure tactics. They claim that they are the only ones
going to heaven, and all other people are condemned to hell. So
in case ...

GRACE: Uh-oh, I'm in trouble. But I already knew that.
(LAUGHTER)

GRACE: Now, wait a minute. What more can you tell me?

RUKALA: Well, they claim that if you're not baptized by one of
their ministers, that you're doomed to hell, even if you're a
believer in Jesus Christ, which, of course, breaks completely
from the traditional Christian view that all those who call upon
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved because we're
saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our
sins and rose again. For the Church of Christ folks, that's not



Jon McCormack 359

enough. You have to be a member of their narrow sect. It's a
very exclusive group. And if you're not a member of their sect
you're condemned.

GRACE: You know, Pastor, you keep saying "sect." "Sect." You
make it sound like a cult.

RUKALA: It kind of is a borderline cult, unfortunately. I don't
want to make it out to be some kind of Hare Krishna group, but
it has cult-like characteristics and...

GRACE: In what sense?

RUKALA: Well, in the sense of the exclusivism, the attitude that
they are the only ones who know the truth. The tactics that they
use are sometimes just—not only un-biblical but unethical, and
they can be very ungracious, unfortunately.4

The media bias against the church is clearly seen in the invitation of a
denominational preacher to explain the workings of the New Testament
church. The host continued to show little cleverness when, two nights
later, her guest was Rubel Shelly, who was asked to further help the
American people understand the church. There is little difference
between what Rukala and Shelly believe. Both maligned the church.

No brainwashing attempt is more obvious than the ever present,
ongoing indoctrination process which promotes and supports the
homosexual community. Although homosexuals are only a minuscule
part of our society’s population, the airwaves are saturated with
favorable, pro-homosexual programming.

Unfortunately, the media’s constant bombardment with “gay”
propaganda is changing the minds of a significant number of people.

It is evident that public opinion of this abomination has adjusted
over the last fifty years. Consider the 1961 documentary, Boys Beware,
a film which documents the modus operandi of the homosexuals. It
characterizes the homosexuals as having a "sickness of the mind."
Labeling of this kind today would be considered a hate crime. Now,
instead of abhorring the homosexual lifestyle the media glorifies it.
Television programs show homosexuals as being well adjusted
members of society when reality tells us just the opposite is true. The
persuasion to homosexual acceptance has been spearheaded by the
liberal entertainment industry. They have convinced much of the
population that this wickedness is humorous. Disgust has turned to
laughter. As the homophiles continue to produce sitcoms with openly
homosexual characters, we become desensitized. And, once we are
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used to homosexuals, it is easier for them to push their corrupt
ideology. Such is what has happened in our society. We know for a fact
that God sees no humor in the pro-homosexual sitcoms. He refers to
homosexuality as an abomination (Lev. 18:22), and clearly states that
those who practice such will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor.
6:9-10). If we are to be godly, we should find no humor in sin of any
kind. God hates homosexuality. Why would we laugh at anything God
hates? The excuse of many is: “Well, it’s just entertainment.” Beloved,
if we want to make it to heaven, we cannot dismiss the seriousness of
sin, even if it is presented in an entertainment format.

Our entertainers and news professionals have become expert
Svengalis. One of the most powerful and effective sources of “disinfor-
mation” the world has ever seen is the homosexual propaganda
machine. Recently, those in the homosexuals’ camp have been
endeavoring to portray those who oppose their ungodly transgression
as being unloving, unkind bigots.

On another front, the pro-homosexual group is working to
brainwash the young. Adolf Hitler said: "He alone who owns the youth,
gains the future."5 Those sympathetic to the homosexual lifestyle have
taken up this approach in their attempt to sway the opinion of the
people. They are going after our children. The Unified School District
in Alameda, California, a suburb of San Francisco, is considering
adopting a new curriculum that addresses homosexuality.6 The
proposed curriculum includes a forty-five minute LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender) video that those from kindergarten through fifth
grade would be required to watch. Likewise, the book, And Tango
Makes Three, will be read to students. This book is about two homo-
sexual penguins that raise a baby penguin. However, children's books
with homosexual themes are not recent acquisitions for our society.
Heather Has Two Mommies was published in 1989, and Daddy's
Roommate was published in 1991. For at least twenty years, the print
media has tried to influence our children to accept this disobedience.
Jesus said: "But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about
his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Mt. 18:6).
As wicked as this practice is, efforts to promote it are working. Each
day, our society is growing more complacent with the homosexual way
of life, and the media is the major reason it is doing so.
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With very few, if any, exceptions, the modern media, portrays the
homosexual as a kind, gentle, well-adjusted and happy member of
society. Contrary to that, in reality homosexuals are some of the most
depressed people on this earth. Dr. Neil Whitehead, author of My Genes
Made Me Do It, states: “Recent studies show homosexuals have a
substantially greater risk of suffering from psychiatric problems than
do heterosexuals. We see higher rates of suicide, depression, bulimia,
antisocial personality disorder, and substance abuse."7 However, the
mainstream media will never report anything remotely like this.

Few brainwashing tactics work better than those used to promote
homosexuality in the movies. One would be hard pressed to find a
Hollywood film that depicts homosexuals in anything but a positive
light. Hollywood has gone far beyond simply portraying the homosex-
ual as a nice guy. In today's films the homosexual is the hero. For
example, in the 1993 film, Philadelphia, Tom Hanks plays an AIDS
infected homosexual who wins a landmark case after being fired for his
sexual preference. That movie's objective was to breed sympathy for
homosexuals. Likewise, in the 2008 movie, Milk, the central character,
gay rights activist Harvey Milk, is presented as a tragic hero. If making
heros out of the homosexuals was not bad enough, movie makers are
producing films that blazon them across the screens as star-crossed
lovers. The Academy Award winning film, Brokeback Mountain,
portrays two homosexual cowboys as just that. These are but a few of
the examples that prove Hollywood is run by the godless. No lover of
truth would ever attempt to influence the public to accept what God
calls "working that which is unseemly" (Rom. 1:27).

Relative to the brainwashing techniques of the godless, not any are
more despairing to the Christian than those being used to push for
further acceptance of abortion. On average there are about 1.3 million
unborn babies murdered each year. The media has helped our society
be at ease with this. Their portrayal of pro-lifers as being crazy zealots,
willing to murder and commit other acts of violence, has greatly
maligned those who are opposed to abortion. Children growing up
today are watching television programs in which abortion is discussed
in an extremely “light context” to show that abortion is no big deal.
Notice how abortion, in comparison to other topics, is carried by our
news organizations. It seems that every week, on just about any local
or national news program, there will be a sympathetic story about some
endangered species losing its home. On the other hand, there is no
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sympathy exhibited for the aborted babies who have lost their lives.
The public is led to pine for the loss of some salamander's habitat, but
not to lift a finger to save a child from being murdered. Is the media not
leading Americans to change their priorities? Our world has turned
something that God hates, "hands that shed innocent blood” (Pro. 6:17),
into something inconsequential—at least, according to the media’s
representation.

Abortion would not be the problem it is today if the mainstream
media had not encouraged the rampant practice of casual sex. Homo-
sexuality is an abomination to our heavenly Father, but so is heterosex-
ual fornication. Television programs and movies are filled with
premarital and extramarital sexual relations. God made His feelings on
the matter perfectly clear when the inspired writer penned: "Marriage
is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge" (Heb. 13:4). One would find it extremely
difficult to find a modern situation comedy or drama that does not
include relationships involving fornication. It has become ingrained in
our way of thinking that sex outside of marriage is the normal path to
take. Whereas in the past sex was something cherished, reserved only
for those who were married, many of today’s teens view intimate
sexual relations about as casually as they do a kiss goodnight. Virginity
is no longer held in the esteem it once was. It is now a joke, a point of
ridicule on anyone “not attractive” or “popular” enough to have lost
their moral purity. We can partly thank our film and television industry
for this, and we can partly blame the irresponsible parents who allow
such fifth to enter their homes in the name of entertainment. We have
been brainwashed to believe that it is cool to fornicate, wise to
cohabitate, and stylish to sleep around.

As the various forms of media contribute to our moral decline, one
cannot rightfully argue that our morals relative to beverage alcohol
have been unaffected. Though society has long had a problem with
intoxicating beverages (and other drugs), that problem appears to have
reached an all-time high in modern times (no pun intended). Our
civilization has been indoctrinated with the idea that alcohol in
moderation is harmless. As it is presented in the entertainment business
shows, not only is the consumption of beverage alcohol “the norm,” a
good time can not be had without it.

On a similar note, recreational drug use is also being glorified.
Recently, talks have taken place in which the legalization of some
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drugs were discussed. Where do we think our hedonistic, Humanist
media will stand on this issue? Given their track record, I am not
optimistic.

The Decline of Morals In The Television Family

The days of Father Knows Best are gone. Now, fatherhood is
represented by the likes of Homer Simpson and Al Bundy. At one time,
the father was portrayed as the head of the household. He was loved
and respected by his wife, and his children were obedient. On today's
television the father is usually the idiot of the house. He is shown to be
foolish, impulsive, and lazy. Gone are the moral lessons that Andy
Taylor once taught to young Opie. Departed are the days when Ozzie
Nelson would give the warm and fatherly advice to his two sons, or
Ward Cleaver lovingly disciplined the Beaver. We realize these were
all fictional portrayals, but they clearly illustrate that the role of dad on
television has been changed from the better to the worse. Not only is
television a reflection of society, it is a powerful influence upon
society; and, by and large, respect for the Biblical father has lost its
place in our society and in television programming.

The Christian wife and mother is an honored role which deserves
the utmost respect and admiration. All the wonderful ladies who fulfill
what God expects of them should be honored and praised, held up as
examples for all girls and women to follow. However, the godless have
turned this once admired and adored picture of the fairer sex into an
unsubmissive, unloving feminist. The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to
write:

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be
to their own husbands in every thing (Eph. 5:22-24).

The modern media detests the teaching of this passage and other like
verses of Scripture. A woman who does not work outside the home is
ridiculed. She is accused of being “old fashioned” and is to be “pitied”
by her friends and neighbors. Sadly, this attitude, embraced by our
media, has even been adopted by some in the Lord's church. Members
of the body of Christ are not immune to the brainwashing techniques
discussed earlier. If we follow the course set by society (i.e., the world),
rather than the one presented in Scripture, we, too, will believe that a
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woman who stays at home to care for her children is backward, foolish
and unfulfilled. Though our media depicts “housewives” as foolish,
Scripture says otherwise. According to what Paul instructed Titus, the
older women are to teach the younger women. Part of what the younger
women are to be taught is: "To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home,
good, obedient to their own husbands” (Tit. 2:5).

CONTINUED ASSAULT BY THE ANTI-GOD MOVEMENT

Give attention to some recent activity that affirms that our media's
anti-Christian, anti-God movement is still alive and well. At the
beginning of 2009, NBC Television rejected an advertisement of a
Chicago based religious institution. The ad features the video of an
ultrasound of an unborn child while the announcer describes that the
odds are against him. The ad concludes by confirming that though this
child would have a tough life, he would one day grow up to be the first
African-American president. As a picture of President Obama appears,
so do the words "Life, imagine the potential.” NBC initially agreed to
air the ad during the Super Bowl, however it pulled out of the agree-
ment before the ad could be broadcast. This comes from a network that
has no problem with showing programs which promote abortion,
homosexuality, heterosexual fornication and other forms of immorality.
It is clear where companies like NBC stand in the war between good
and evil. Beloved, these are the networks from which many of us
receive the greatest portion of our entertainment and news. Can we sit
still and say that what the television networks are airing is only
entertainment? There is ample proof to know beyond the shadow of a
doubt that our media has an anti-religion agenda.

One would have to abandon his common sense not to see the
media’s continued onslaught against God and His commandments.
Take for example the Newsweek article published after the passing of
Proposition 8 in California. Upon its approval by the voters, that
proposition established a constitutional amendment which stated that
same-sex marriages would not be recognized by the State of California.
Apparently, the people at Newsweek thought this was a bad decision.
Are we surprised? The article has the audacity to claim that the Bible
does not condemn homosexuality. Rather, according to Newsweek,
what the Bible teaches on “love” are arguments for the other side. The
article’s writer even claims a possible homosexual relationship between
David and Jonathan. The magazine states: "Religious objections to gay
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marriage are rooted not in the Bible at all, then, but in custom and
tradition."8 We live in a time when the "news" we receive cannot be
taken at its face value.

We do not have to view regular television programming to witness
the bombardment of wickedness. One has only to see the commercials
between programming to know of the ambush that is taking place. The
superfluous use of immodesty has been a part of commercials for many
years, but the inclusion of homosexual themed advertisements is a
fairly new practice. To illustrate, consider a recent Diet Pepsi commer-
cial. In it, a man is walking down the street being ogled by a group of
ladies only to have the advertisement end with Queer Eye star, Carson
Kressley, looking back, staring at the man he obviously finds attractive.
One may view this is as a small incident. However, over time this kind
of thing chips away at the moral resolute of our society. In its advertise-
ments, Pepsi has opted to take the "funny homosexual" route. Of
course, the idea is that if homosexuals are funny, they cannot be bad.
Wrong! I have yet to understand how this helps sell diet soda.

Home design and home selling shows are another way the
entertainment media slices away at the morals of mainstream media.
Shows of this kind have grown tremendously in popularity. It may
seem strange to mention such shows in this context, but consider how
gay and lesbian couples are increasingly being used on these programs.
This media is getting us used to the idea of homosexuality. If gay and
lesbian couples are continually before us, becoming commonplace, it
is hoped that the public will come to see them as “normal peo-
ple”—who just happen to have a different sexual orientation. Further-
more, another reason why so many homosexuals are being portrayed in
the media is so that the average viewer will be led to believe that there
are more homosexuals in the world than there really are. Nowadays,
one who enjoys these shows watches with the hope that the two men on
the program are brothers, or no more than really good friends. Sadly
though, those hopes are dashed when the two "friends" share a
bedroom. One may think it minor and silly to consider such things as
this to be an obvious assault on Christianity, but that is exactly what it
is. And, against such an assault, we must present a strong defense.

BIBLICAL PROTECTION

There is a song that we often sing to our children in Bible classes.
It goes:
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O be careful little eyes what you see
O be careful little eyes what you see

There’s a Father up above
And He’s looking down in love

So, be careful little eyes what you see.

Other verses of the song include other body parts, such as being careful
little ears what you hear. When we sing this song with our young ones,
we are teaching them that it does matter what they put into their minds.
Of course, this is not only necessary for our children to do, it is true for
us older folks as well. Satan is waging a war on everything that is holy,
and he is good at his job. To protect ourselves from the ruination Satan
wishes to bring down upon us, we must combat him in the ways God
has commanded.

As noted above, we must realize that our children are not the only
souls that we are required to protect from Satan’s onslaughts of moral
filth. Though the protection of little eyes and ears is absolutely
necessary, we must take into account the need to guard our adult eyes
and ears as well. It is foolish to believe that we can watch sin-filled,
morally filthy movies and television programs, but are “mature”
enough to filter out all the bad things in them. How many times must
we endure the taking of our heavenly Father’s name in vain before we
say, “Enough is enough!”? How many instances of immodesty must we
witness before we change the channel? What is the number of homo-
sexual role models we can support before God is disturbed by our
doing so? The blocking of sin from just our youth is not enough.

Children are smarter than we give them credit for being. They have
some understanding of what is going on when mommy and daddy
watch a film they were not allowed to see. This makes parents
inconsistent in the eyes of their children—hypocrites in reality. If we
want to bring our children up in the "nurture and admonition of the
Lord" (Eph. 6:4), we must avoid the things that God hates, instead of
being entertained by them.

Christian living offers us protection from the anti-God bias of the
mainstream media and the entertainment industry. One has only to look
to the Father for refuge. Paul affirmed this to the church at Colossae
when he instructed the Christians there to focus on heavenly things,
saying:
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If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:1-3).

Keeping our focus on Christ and holy things, we will not allow the
ways of the world to corrupt us. The same concept was expressed to the
brethren of Philippi when Paul wrote:

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things (Phil. 4:8).

With certainty, we know that verse does not describe the modern
media. What is lovely about the promotion of abortion? What is pure
about the homosexual agenda? What is virtuous about how television
has warped the idea of the family? We must eschew the evil perpetrated
in our society's entertainment, not partner with it by supporting
programs which are opposed to God, the Bible, Christianity, and moral
decency. Paul commanded:

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty
(2 Cor. 6:14-18).

No New Testament Christian has any business encouraging sinners
to continue in their trespasses. This is exactly what we do when we lend
our eyes and ears to the media’s rubbish. Examine Romans 1 to see if
this is not the case. There, Paul penned: "Who knowing the judgment
of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not
only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them" (Rom. 1:32).
Beloved, are we finding pleasure and entertainment in the sins of
others?
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The key is to study—to diligently study—God's precious Truth.
Paul's command to Timothy, and to us, is: "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). The major reason that so
many of God's children are caught in the net of wickedness cast out by
Humanistic entertainers is because of mass ignorance in the Lord's
church. For some time now, because they neither know what the Bible
teaches nor live up to its standards, the vast majority of the people in
the Lord’s church cannot truthfully be called a people of the Book. It
is no wonder that they are entertained by what God despises—they
have no idea of what He despises because they do not study and know
their Bibles. The study of God’s Word can ward off any potential
brainwashing attempted by the media. Beloved, knowing Truth keeps
us from believing lies. The wise man affirmed this when he wrote: "By
mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men
depart from evil" (Pro. 16:6).

John warned us not to fall in love with this world (1 Jn. 2:15).
Beloved, have we fallen in love with the world, being ensnared by the
entertainment industry? Can we survive without the filth that Holly-
wood spews out? Again, the only true protection is that which God has
provided, Biblical protection. If you are concerned about the conver-
sion of yourself and your family to the ideals of the liberal media, there
is something you can do about it. Stop supporting them! Turn off the
filth and entertain yourself with wholesome films (though few and far
between). Better yet, turn off the television and open your Bible.

CONCLUSION

What is our responsibility to this wicked situation? It is the same
as it has always been. Serve God, and try to convince as many people
as we can to do the same. We can start by not viewing the programs
that promote the hedonistic ideals of Humanism. Call your local
television affiliates and let them know the shows you will not watch,
kindly explaining the reasons why. Contact, in writing, the sponsors
supporting programs with objectionable content. Tell them that you
will not watch those programs (explaining why), and let them know
that you will not buy their products advertised on those programs.
When the advertisements themselves are objectionable, contact the
businesses being advertised. For example, when companies use “sex”
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to sell their products, tell them that you will not purchase their products
until they have changed their ads.

Perhaps, many view modern broadcasting as only a curse, but that
is not so. Modern broadcasting can be a blessing. Right now, sound and
faithful brethren continue to engage in the preaching of the Gospel over
the airwaves. We can help by supporting financially and prayerfully,
wonderful works such as the Gospel Broadcasting Network, which is
streaming the Gospel message far and wide, twenty-four hours a day,
seven days a week. Let us do everything we can to take the media away
from Satan and use it for God’s holy purposes.
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